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From the Senior Pastor

Choose Love
Daily, choose to love. Love is not just an emotion, a feeling. It is a choice. Itʼs a decision. Yes, each day
choose love. When you love you: 1) Appreciate, 2) Express gratitude, 3) Recognize who the person is. See
them now. (Not just how they were 10 years ago.) Be aware. Recognize changes in them, and 4) Fight fair.
No digging up stuff from the past when you argue. Verbal fighting is NOT about history and everything in
the past. It is about the present dilemma. Scripture defines love. “I will show you a better way” Paul tells us
in I Corinthians 12, the last verse, and then we have the chapter about love, the better way. A contemporary
version of I Corinthians 13 (Eugene H. Peterson in The Message), reads:
“Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesnʼt want what it doesnʼt have.
Love doesnʼt strut.
Doesnʼt have a swelled head,
Doesnʼt force itself on others,
Isnʼt always “me first,”
Doesnʼt fly off the handle,
Doesnʼt keep score of the sins of others,
Doesnʼt revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.
Love never dies.”
“Love is patient, kind, not jealous. Love does not brag and is not arrogant. Love does not seek itʼs own, is
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never fails. But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
Love one another, Pastor Elizabeth B. Congdon

FEBRUARY SERMONS
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Jeremiah 1:4-10
Luke 9:28-36
Luke 12:1-13

“You Shall Go”
“Take the Veil Off”
“Tempted”
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A word from the Associate Pastor

A Song of Change
For Iʼm trapped by my inability to go forward
Like a guitar player with one guitar string playing one chord
For my life is like the same old sad song
One Iʼve been singing long and wrong
Lord knows I would like to change my unchanged melody
Something thatʼs inspiring that will set me free
No longer being confined by my desolate repertoire
I want to be like the music of the Pied piper through the air Iʼd soar
Itʼs time to rewrite the lyrics of my life
Something thatʼs upbeat and moving in time
Using every musical note climbing the scale of my mind
For a new song is starting to fill my life
A song thatʼs able to make my wrongʼs right
For His name is Jesus the Christ
So now Iʼm no longer restrained by my past pain
Because I now dance to the Song of Change
By Reverend C Nadir Powell, Associate Pastor

PRESENT
To all ages, whether youʼre an artist or not, you are invited to come out and artistically express
yourself as we use art as a means for unity and peace. It will be a joyous and fun time.
The cost is free.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
128 CENTRE ST
TRENTON, NJ 08611
MARCH 30, 2013
12:00PM-2:00PM
CONTACT: 732-277-3751

ART AUCTION
All are invited to the STARS Art Auction and fundraiser which will be held on
Friday, 2/1 at 7:00 pm at Trenton SOCIAL.
The funds raised will be used for Trenton beautification projects and scholarships for youth.
ABCNJ 2012 Highlights
It is good to hear about Godʼs work in our Region.
Below are some of the accomplishments of the past year.
1. Over 400 lay leaders and pastors attended the COAL events.
2. In July, the ABCNJ mission team led a week of revival at Central Philippine University, and 1,376
students accepted Jesus Christ as Savior for the first time! Dozens of other young people
accepted Christ at Baptist Camp Lebanon this summer!
3. The 2012 ABCNJ Annual Session broke all attendance records, with over 700 registered
participants. Over 200 attended for the first time!
4. The ABCNJ Academy for Pastors offered numerous courses and classes, and our first group of
graduates will be recognized at Annual Session 2013. Over 70 pastors attended the 2012 presession course this year.
5. Following hurricane Sandy, ABCNJ immediately offered support and aid to our churches, pastors,
and members throughout the region. We have provided over $64,000 in financial aid to repair
buildings, cover relocation costs, replace lost items, and distribute food, clothing and other items
to communities impacted by the storm.
6. In 2012 new ministries were launched new ministries for youth and retired pastors.
7. Twenty-seven ABCNJ members will be starting the Fresh Expressions Mission learning group.
8. The Rev. Erin Phillips will begin as a part-time Associate Regional Pastor in January.
9. The Rev. Tamara Davis will begin a one year assignment to help the region address an important
issue – making churches a safe place for victims of physical and sexual abuse. She will help
educate churches and spearhead an effort to help churches become safe places for victims of
abuse.

FREE TAX PREPARATION FOR THOSE
EARNING LESS THAN $50,000 PER YEAR
Thanks to the Alliance to End Homelessness we are planning for free tax
preparation at church on 1/31/13, 2/1/13 and 2/2/13 for those earning less than
$50,000 per year.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Annual Congregational Meeting has been scheduled for February 3 following worship.
Hear about the exciting things happening at church after we enjoy fellowship
and a potluck lunch.

“ANGELS OF GOD” PRAISE DANCE MINISTRY
Rehearsals begin next week in preparation for Black History Month Service on 2/17 at 11:00 am.
Kindly call Mrs. Kharmia Powell 609-977-7173 or Mrs. Robyn Kay 609-933-3553 with any
questions.
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PRAY FOR DAGOBERTO AND DILIA ZELAYA,
MINISTERING FOR JESUS AMONG ORPHANS IN HONDURA

Dagoberto and Dilia Zelaya are Associate Missionaries, recently appointed by IM in partnership with
the First Baptist Church of Marshalltown, Iowa, responsible for developing and supervising the
Ministries of Faith and New Life in Azacualpa, Honduras.

This ministry is home to sixteen children, providing for all
their basic needs – food, education, health, and spiritual.
Besides this ministry, the Zelayas have also launched the
Escuela Cristiana Vida Nueva (Christian School of New
Life), a bilingual school that includes a classroom for
students with special needs. They also have a feeding
program that provides a meal five days a week to
approximately 50 children in need, and a soccer program
dedicated to teenagers from the community.

Pray for Dagoberto and Dilia as they minister in Jesus'name to the orphans in Honduras.

PRAY FOR DAVID AND JOYCE REED,
TRAINING LEADERS AND HELPING WIN PEOPLE TO CHRIST IN MEXICO.
PrayerCall by Bob Santilli

Since 2000, when the Reeds arrived
in La Paz, they have seen the
Mexican Baptist Convention of
Southern Baja expand from 6
churches to 11, and three of those
are planting new churches. An
interesting fact is that these churches
are growing through new believers.
98% of the people joining the Baptist
Churches did not previously know
Jesus. One growing church doesnʼt
have enough space for worship
because more than 500 are now
coming! The Reeds are equipping
and training leaders for these growing
churches.
In 2005, the Convention partnered with Lacey Seminary in Oaxaca to begin a Theological Extension
School to train new leaders. In 2010, the school will graduate its first group of students from a three
year program, and 6 more people have joined the program as first-year students. David and Joyce
have also seen one student travel from La Paz to Oaxaca to study full-time.
Their ministry to English-speaking people continues to grow by leaps and bounds! In the last 9
years, they have seen this ministry grow from 8 people that met for a Bible study in their living room
to a stable church of 50+ called Crossroads. The Reeds have seen God glorified through the growth
and transformation of many lives.
Joyce writes: The last week of November, members of the Mexican Baptist Convention of Southern
Baja held their annual meetings at El Mesias Baptist Church in La Paz. Church politics, not unlike
government politics, can also become mired in empty promises and lack of a unified purpose. And,
after 12 years of serving with our partners, David and I came to these meetings feeling a tad jaded.
But thank goodness God shows up and breaks through despite our feelings!
By the closing worship service, walls had broken down and a different energy was in the room.
People were celebrating new possibilities and claiming a new hope for 2013. And, much to our
surprise, David and I were invited to serve as volunteer mentors to the Youth Council. Mingling with
kids ages 14-25 can certainly restore oneʼs motivation to share the Gospel! At the conclusion of the
service, the El Mesias congregation sang “O Holy Night.” It was Holy. Godʼs Spirit was alive and
moving, weaving our hearts together to break the chains of oppression.

A Dream for a New Church El Sargento is a small community an hour and a half outside of La Paz.
Usually a sleepy little town, it doubles in size during the months of February and March as kite
boarders come from around the world for an annual international competition. Bob and Lili Williams
bought property and built a house in El Sargento several years ago. And theyʼve discovered that
there is no Protestant Church in the area. So, they have been praying about how God wants them to
respond. We drove out to visit them this past Monday to hear more about their vision, and to pray
about the opportunity. It is evident that Lili has the gift of evangelism as God leads her to connect
with one person after another, all whom hold strategic positions in the town and initially tell her
theyʼve been resistant to God for years. To me, this was another example of God breaking the
chains that hold our human hearts hostage. We never know how one conversation can draw another
closer into Godʼs presence. Be open to the leading of Godʼs Spirit!

Theological School of La Paz On December 11, a group of us from La Paz drove to San Jose (a 5
hour round trip), to celebrate the birthday of Pastor Marcos Rodas. Every year he invites us to his
home and his wife prepares the meal. This year she slaughtered a turkey and simmered it all day in
a mole sauce. Mole is a combination of chiles, spices, and cocoa flavor. Her sister made the mole
sauce from scratch and it was divine—best Iʼve ever had! We laughed, talked, and shared about life
and ministry. Pastor Marcos recently resigned from El Buen Pastor because he wants to start a new
church in another part of the city. Pastor Israel and his wife Nicolasa used to pastor Getsemani in
San Jose. He is now pastoring a new church called Rios de Agua Viva (Rivers of Living Water). The
Kingdom of Godʼs love and peace growing in San Jose, drawing people together to find hope and
purpose in Jesus.

The Theological School of La Paz began a full-time program this past fall. Three students enrolled in
the FT day program. Two night classes were also available for those who work during the day, and
attendance ranged from 10-20. At the Annual Meetings the churches voted to provide $2000 pesos
a month towards the Directorʼs Salary. In January the Directorʼs position will become full-time for at
least one year while the program attempts to enroll more students. The salary needs to be at least
$8000 pesos a month ($615 USD), so we have committed to find the remaining $500 a month to
make up the difference. We already have half that amount pledged from FBC of Bethlehem, PA and
Cordova Community Church, Cordova, AK. We are seeking other churches to join this support by
sending specific gifts to the Theological School of La Paz, Mexico, under the ministry of David and
Joyce Reed. In terms of construction, a 5000 liter cistern was recently buried under the stairwell,
and a pressurized pump added so that water is no longer an issue. Construction on the 2nd story
will continue as funds become available.

• Pray for David and Joyce as they train and equip leaders of the growing church and as
they reach out to those who need the Savior.

A LETTER FROM NONYELUM QUEEN NWOKOMA
Dear Everyone,
When Pastor Liz asked me to write an article for February, I immediately thought of a new
subject. Actually, this is the second time I thought about it and the first time I am
putting it into words.
“The R ole Your Chur ch Pl ays i n Se tt ling You I nto a New Ph a se o f Life. ”
I am using myself for this: I moved here to the United States of America on April 24, 2012.
I started school two days later at Nottingham High School. Normally, I am not shy to
meet new people. Most times, I am even the one to initiate a conversation, but the scenario
there was overwhelming and with my slight accent, I was too self coonscoius to strike a
meaningful conversation even when people spoke to me first.
The first real feeling of belonging began when Pastor Liz walked into our house one sunny
day in April. We exchanged pleasantries, talked about the differences about life here and life
in Nigeria, as well as the church differences.
When I heard the name of our church for the first time, there was a warm ring to it. The
next thing Pastor Liz was inviting me to a camp (Camp Lebanon). She asked to pick the one
I liked. I was shocked and too tongue-tied to respond, but I picked one anyway. Mind you,
the camp was in August!
To top things, the Sunday of that week was my birthday. So, on our way to church, my
mom picked a cake with my name on it at a nearby bakery. That was my first time at First
Baptist Church of Trenton. Everyone was warm wishing me a “Happy Birthday” and
introducing themselves. At that instant, I felt like I belonged and I was where I need to
be.
Honestly, getting to know the youth was a little hard. For starters, they spoke spoke their
language and when they spoke in English, I couldn’t understand, but they were all nice and
warm. I enjoyed watching them sing. So, before I knew it, I joined them! We sing every
Sunday and I feel like one of them. I made friends both in church and at school. All
these warm gestures from people who didn’t know me at first, reminds me of the story of
“The Good Samaritan”. And above all, I am proud to be a member of “The First Baptist
Church of Trenton”.
Thank you everyone for all your warmth and hospitality.
All My Love This February,
Nonyelum Queen Nwokoma
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SUNDAY
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THURSDAY

EVERY SUNDAY:

FRIDAY
1

9:00 am Karen
Karenni
Worship
9:00 am Childrenʼs
Worship
10:00 am Sunday
School, All Ages
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm Fellowship

3
Communion
12:30pm
Annual
Congregational
Meeting

11:00a-3:00p
FREE TAX
PREP
STARS
ART
AUCRTION

4
10:00-12:00
ESL

5

6

4:00 STSK

4:00 STSK

CEB

7

4:00 STSK
7:00 STARS

8

Choir Practice

13

14

9:00a-12:00p
ESL & Tutoring
9:00a-2:00p
FREE TAX
PREP
12:00-1:00p
Praise Dance
Practice

9
9:00a-12:00p
ESL & Tutoring
12:00-1:00p
Praise Dance
Practice

6:30

Poetry Group

SATURDAY
2

Praise Dance Practice

10

11
10:00-12:00

12

ESL

4:00 STSK

15

ASH
WEDNESDAY

4:00 STSK

9:00a-12:00p
ESL & Tutoring
12:00-1:00p
Praise Dance
Practice

4:00 STSK
6:30

12:30pm
Praise Dance Practice

17
Trustees
3:00 Hamilton
Grove Chapel

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH SERVICE
24
Deacons

4:00 Prayer meeting
with Central

Choir Practice

18
10:00-12:00
ESL

19

20

4:00 STSK

4:00 STSK

21

NEWSLETTER
INFO
DUE

4:00 STSK
7:00 STARS
Poetry Group

25
10:00-12:00
ESL

26

27

4:00 STSK

4:00 STSK

4:00 STSK

6:30
Choir Practice

16

22

23
9:00a-12:00p
ESL & Tutoring
12:00-1:00p
Praise Dance
Practice

28

6:30
Choir Practice
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